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cerning Use ability of the Austrian executive bodies 
to protect the EU's external borders: “We are cer- 
tainly as good as the Germans.” Schuessel believes that 
Beckstcin's statements were linked to the situation in 
Bavaria. If border controls between Bavaria and Aus- 
tria are abolished in mid-1 997, the interior minister will 
have to find new tasks for his border police. 

Yet the foreign minister admitied that a few things 


in to be done to secure the external EU borders 
will have to protect. In this connection, 


5 EE 
i 
| 

. 


take care of his duties and not 
cles” (about NATO). 


that it is too carly to discuss pos- 
Austrian NATO membership. NATO is currently 
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to neutrality, Schucssel said: “Within the 
of a common European foreign and security 
, we Cannot remain neutral.” Austria participates 
operations. Outside this framework, however, 
Austria's neutrality can still be useful. 


the near future, the EU Intergovernmental Conference 
will be the focal point of Austria's foreign policy, said 
Schuessel, who also supported Croatia's acceptance as 
a member of the Council of Burope. 


AT 
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discussion over the past few weeks as to whether Austria 
should join NATO. When this debate ends, do you 
believe Austria will be a NATO member or that it will 
never 


A total of 58 percent of those polled sand Austria will 
ulumately joon NATO. “This result shows how deeply 
the discussion 1s already rooted among the population,” 
Market chief Werner Beutelmeyer stated, while at the 
same lime warning against rash conclusions. “One can- 
not simply say now that NATO membersh:p is par- 
ticulasly popular. Only 23 percent, that is one in fou 
Austrians, would vote for NATO if a referendum were 
held next Sunday, 60 percent would vote against it.” 
Beutelmeyer’s slogan-like conclusion is: “NATO mem- 
bership is unpopular —- but it 1s considered unavod- 
able.” 


The key to understanding this attitude is the insecunty 
that results from the change in the significance of Aus- 
tna’s neutrality: The number of Austrians who believe 
that nothing has changed concerning the significance of 
neutrality has dropped to 33 percent. A total of 63 per- 
cent, however, believe its significance has changed. 


Those whe see a major change in neutrality also believe 
strongly that Austria will join NATO one day. However, 
younger segments of the population with a /igh degree 
of education and who are especially aware of the 
changes in neutrality are also most vehemently opposed 
to NATO. 


Finally, Market also asked whether possible NATO 
membership is viewed as a result of EU membership. 
Every second Austrian answered in the affirmative, but 
39 percent said NATO has nothing to do with the EU. 


Opponents of NATO membership and those who want 
w stick to the old concept of neutrality deny such a link. 


On Sunday, Brigitte Ederer, manager of the Social 
Democratic Party of Austria [SPOe), supported the view 
expressed by Interior Minister Einem that an active 
policy of neutrality sull has an important function 
today im security policy. Austria will naturally show 
solidarity. As a political and not only a military body, 
the EU should also assume humanitanan tasks Johannes 


“$POe wants Austria to participate in everything, even 
though in a somewhat milder form.” 


Austria: Polls Shows Austria Ready to Join NATO 
MS0608125096 London FINANCIAL TIMES 

in English 6 Aug 9 p 2 

[PBIS Transcribed Text} A majority of Austrians are 
opposed to joining Nato, but they dunk it will happen 
anyway, according to a poll in the Vienna Daily DER 
STANDARD 

Underlining the uncertainty and confusion over 
country’s future security policy’ 
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2 AUSTRIA 


lished yesterday show that 60 per cent would vote 
agunsi Nato membership in a referendum. However, 
S8 per cent believe Austria will eventually shed its pol- 
icy Of neutrality and jom the western alliance. 


The debate is coming to the fore in Austria a the 
European Union tres to forge a common foreign and 
security policy at the intergovernamental conference and 
as Nato prepares for enlargement to the cast. 


If, as some experts expect. Hungary, the Czech Republic 
and Slovenia join the alliance, Austria will be almost 


completely surrounded by Nato countnes. Nato officials 


say they would like Austria to apply for membership, 
but do not want to inter‘ere in the domestic debate. 


The political changes in Europe have forced even 
supporters of neutrality to cxamune fresh opvons. 

But Austria's coalivon government of Social Democrats 
and conservatives is deeply split on the ixsuc. The con- 
servative People’s Party, led by Mr Wolfgang Schussel, 


the foreign minister, has long supported memibership in 
the Western Buropean Union (WEU) the defence arm 


of the EU designed to become the European pillar of 
Nato. The party also wants the government to consider 


Nato membership. 


Chancellor Mr Pranz Vranitzky, a Social Democrat, has 
refused to be rushed into a decision by his coalition 


general 
of the party and now an MP (member of parliament), 
urged the government to join Nato as soon as possible. 


eventually they will have to accept Nato membership 
im order to have some input into the strategic decisions 
that aiso affect Austria's security. 


The opposition parties are also split. The lefiwing 
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ity allowed Austria to altract iniernaonal organisations 
and to act as a broker between cast and west. 


Most security cuperts agree thai ncutrality has lost its 
meaning since the collapse of the Warsaw Pact. When 
Austra joined the EU in 1995, it also accepted the terms 
of the Maastricht treaty that call for the creation of 
a common defence policy. Austria has also joined the 
Pactnersup for Peace of Nato and dispatched about 300 
soldiers to Bosniz as non-fighung participants in ihe Ifor 
Mission. 


Most Austrians would stil prefer not to join a military 
alliance. They are afraid of foreign entanglements and 
the cost of bringing the Austrian military to Nalo 
standards. Defence spending’s share of total GDP is 
only 0.9 per cent, well below any Nato country. 


The deep split in the government and in public opinion 
has made it difficult to make its voice heard in the EU. 
The government does not want to stand in the way of 
other EU countnes moving towards poliucal integration, 
but it also hopes that the intergovernmental conference 


will not move too far im this direction. 


Austria strongly supports the plan to include humanitar- 
tan and peacckeeping missions in the revised Maastricht 
treaty and opposes a full merger between the WEU and 
EU. 


Sweden, Finland and Ireland face simular pressures, but 


experts say thew geographical locations on the adge of 
the EU make it casier to choose thei own course 


Austria: Article Summarizes Government's Plan 
for Bosnian Aid 


AU0G08135696 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
6 Aug % pS 


[Report by “i.m.”: “Aid for Bosnia: Private Initiatives 
Are Not Esough | 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Vienna — Convoys trans- 
porung food, medocal instruments that are removed from 
modern trucks, laughing faces — the aid for Bosnia 
is varied, and confirms in a thousandfold way the old 
maxim that giving makes people happy Yet the musery 
and aid have reached a level that cannot be overcome 
with private initiative. 


At the Chancellor's Office in Vienna, a comprehensive 
plan for the Republic's rele! operations was drafied 
some time ago. Apart from « gradually decreasing sup- 
ply of foad and pharmaceuticals, the reconstruction and 
improvement of housing conditions and the estabish. 
ment of infrastructure are assuming a major role. Orig. 
inally, the declared goal of these efforu was to make 
possible the return of refugees to their homes Now this 
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objective has been pushed to the background by the po- 
litical reality of the country’s ethnic division into two 
or three parts. All relief supplies provided by he public 
sector (or by private organizations which rely on public 
support) fit into the framework of comprehensive inter- 
nauonal schemes. 
Geographically, the bilateral reconstruction program is 
concentrated in Sarajevo, Mostar, and the Lasva valicy 
in central Bosnia, where the war has caused major dev- 
astation. The reconstruction projects include schocls -—— 
with the main emphasis on universiues — aparimen's, 
water conduits, and public welfare insututions, partuc u- 
larly for blind and war-disabied persons. 

The “Austrian Relicf Organization International” tas 
been assigned the task of constructing housing. As carly 
as a few years ago the organization developed the idea 
of a credit system for the Croatian war zone, under 
which, combined with contractor's yards where sustabie 


AUSTRIA 3 


constructon material can be purchased, financial aid can 
be used very effecuvely. For quite some ume the system 
was not used widely because funds for initial crodas 
were missing. Later in Bosnia the action was greatly 
misused by the local lords. The communes declared 
the mayor and his deputies the most needy victims of 
the war, even though ihew homes were in quite good 
condition. 


The “Relief Organization” maimly relies on local re- 
sources Concerning construcuon material, machines, and 
labor. According to the current plan, priority is to be ac- 
corded to returning refugees and farmbes whose bh mes 
have largely been destroyed and are empty. In 2 second 
step the funds that are flowing back are to be used for 
the reconsbuction of economic structures, and Austria 
will particularly promote the construction or the revival 
of small and medium-sized companies. [passage omit- 
ted] 





report may contam copynghted maternal Copying and 
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Belgium 
Belgium: Maystadt Calls for ‘European Econom 


BRO708/1 34196 Brussels KNACK in Dutch 
7-13 Aug 96 p 39 


; 
iH 
i 
g 
=. 
it 


political authority might well find itself in a very 
weak posilon vis-a-vis a strong independent monctary 
authority. It is not untunkabie the central bank will 
focus mainly on price statulity — fending off inflation 
—~ but will care less about economic policy. 

Finance Minister Maystadi (PSC [Social Christian 
Party]) is again backing an old idea: the creation of 


before bul was sot | 

because it met with considerable resistance. Bul now 
even Prench Finance Minister Jean Arthuis has made 
& concrete proposal: the finance ministers of the EU 
member states joining EMU iv 1999 would form a 
“chub”, sort of a government that would counterbalance 
the Buropean Central Bank. 

What we are waiting for now is a reaction from the 
European social affairs and employment munisters to 
offset the finance ministers. For a long time they have 
been complaining that their finance counterparu are 
taking up economic positions that are too restrictive 


Belgium: Minister Derycke To Launch Tax Policy 
Initiative at 1GC 


BRO708 145996 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 7 Aug 9% p? 
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munisines, regions, and language Commumbes Deryciec 
expects bos proposal to get the green light 
Derycke has “no illusions” that his proposal will be 
accepted quickly in Europe. The United Kingdom m 
perucular opposes i 


Netherlands 
a ee a or 


BRO708144596 Ronerdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 

in Dutch 6 Aug % p 7 

{Editonal: “Sancvons”] 

{[PBIS Translated Text) The anger of the Europeans 
did not stop Pressdent Clinton from once again putting 
his signature to a sanctions act. Whereas the last one 
was amed a internavonal investments in Cuba in firms 
originally owned by Cuban cxiles, this time if is « 
boycott of Iran and Libya. According to the Americans, 
both countracs finance international terrorism which 
should not be indirectly supported by trading with and 
investing in these two countries. The Europeans. and 
the French in particular, »:heve there is no conc’ usive 
proof of the American claims. Purthermore, the course 
the Americans have now taken is seen & 4 direct threat 
to economuc relations around the world and thus to the 
well-being of all. 


In order to highlight the ceremony for the signing of 
the act, Clinton invited relatives to attend 
of victims of the bomb attack on a PanAm jumbo 
jet in 1988 over the Scottish town of Lockertve. This 
was supposed to clear up any douhts a to the role 


the tragedy. Just recently the G-7 and Russia exchanged 
opimons in Paris on how to combat terrorism. All kinds 
of preventive measures were looked at. Bul there was 
no talk of emposing sanctions against suspect Countries 
Clinton has now opted for an “anybody who refuses 
to listen must feel u” policy. The new act gives him 
scope to also penalize non-Amencan companies and 
individuals who fail to play by the US. rules 

Two deep-seated convicuons collide on this issue The 
Americans believe international terrorism can be com- 
bated provided the international Community is prepared 
t© act together against those responsible. Bul Burope 
is determined to retain its trading independence al any 
price. Partnership with the United States is one thing 
and there is not a European leader anywhere who would 
want to abandon this, but this does not mean the Buro- 
peans must act as American dependents European resis. 
tance to U.S. pressure was already evident when Pres. 
ident Reagan wanted to impose sanctions on European 
oil and gas imports from the Sowet Union 
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were . uve 
years, they assumed poliucal implications This 
seems that the “port of no return” has been reached, to 
quote one American newspaper 

We should differentiate between the US. sanctions 
agains! Cuba and those against Iran and Libya Whereas 
the Cuban question could be scen as concerning US. 


i 


European governments to continue to oppose sanctions 
aginst these countnes, however profitable thei dealings 
with Iran and Their own credibility in this 
would he EU 


to wnduce these fimancecrs of imternavonal terrorum to 
mend thew ways. So fa u has failed mm any event 
Seermmungly tus would confirm that President Clinton is 


turmung pot above all to his desire to secure af chectoca 
in November. One thing ts certam: The =- 
at signed by Clinton (he D'Anmy Act) 
little impact on international terrormm. © 
hand, 1 puts such a speke im the wheels of 
partners that the gucstion armcs 
what is the prime concern: To effectively control 
or penalize European counties which invest 
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the pornt. In transatlantx relations too. the 
rule still apples that every nation is sovereign But 
President Clinton, who it 1s truce is often asked to provide 

leadership. sometimes jpives the impression 
that for him U.S. rules naturally apply outside the Unned 
States also. ht is time the European Union helped him 


to open his cyes. 


Netherlands: Editorial Criticizes Lack of Support 
on Sanctions 


BRO708145396 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 7 Aug 9 p 9 


[Editorial: “Looming Trade War’| 


[PBIS Translated Text} The threat of a trade war is cast 
img a shadow over US -Buropean relations The reason 
for the souring in the relations hetween the Unrted States 
and Europe is the signature by President Clinton of the 
D’Amato-Kennedy Law, which is designed to oppose 
foreign investments in tran and Libya 


both Iran and Libya act a sponsors of international 
terrorism. In the case of Libya, this has been proven 
wrefutably. For Iraman involvement in terron against 
Israch and US. targets there we indications In any 
case lranian dignitaries have regularly welcomed such 


semence pronounced from Teheran agains! 
Salman Rushdie deserves special mention 


The quiet diplomacy by Burope has not led to the 
withdrawal of thus fatwa 














States, the deployment of the economic means of power 


mach the fault of U.S. doggedness fed by electoral mo- 
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that he has so much to do. Bul that docs not guarantee 
a successful term of office = 5 qunwter. For bu cowil 
servants he remains a doubung munistcr 


He balances « lack of factual knowledge with persocal 
charm. “He is disarmung.” say bis civil servants. The 
ministry may grumble about the minister who is “no 
stickier for paperwork” and who “inks everything can 
he pul down on a piece of A4-cuzre paper” But aft Oe 
same tame everyone finds Van Micrio a winning man. 
as a result of whach a rehellon by civil servants renvens 
in abeyance. “Damned ouisance thai be 6 such a nice 
bioke,” say staff 

Everyone remembers Van Miecrio's first working work 
at the “Monkey Rock” |Apenrots) of the Foreign Min- 
istry. A sumber of top civil servants came to the office 
to introduce themacives to “M.” “M” stands for min- 
ister, therefore Van Micrio bimecif. “S.” the secretary 
general, was also there. So was PS: the persona secre- 
tary. AP was there too: assistant in the political affairs 
department. Someone presented himself as “DAVMS~ 


At that Van Mierio let a bref silence fall He breathed in 
and looked at bes staff member full of pty. Van Mierlo 
said paternally. “But... i docen't matter at all” 


Everyone roared with laughter, bul 1 immediately got 
through to the tap of the ministry that the new minister 
might be highly interested in relavons hetween countries 
and world affairs, but that he would take little nouce of 
the 
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were almost not discussed at that cabinet meeting While 
the cabunet chatted on, he read his secret codes, during 
which he someumes frowned more than usual And then 
| thought: “Heavens, what is happening” . Nothing © 

The message of Van Mierio for the ambassadors in No- 
ordwijkerhout was thi They had to help him conquer 
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politics in The Hague. He believed that the quailty of 
a foreage morister was Sctermined by the coherence of 
policy. But: “The means of achieving that purpose must 


Van Mierio’s streng®) ‘ses ic he wenas of The Hague, 
Oot international diplomacy. He is the most domestic 
foreign minister whic’ (ve Nethorlands has ever had. “I 
Go S01 want any route «sth Parliament.” is always an 
impartant consider avon 


Ip a certain sense Van Mierlo oper ais as feted ministers 
have worked in all kinds of special’)A ministries for 
years. it is the cynicism of television democracy: The 
civil servants are there for policy. the minister Lakes care 
of umage formauion 


ht is a shock for the civil servants at the Foreign Min- 
istry, who compiled files with enormous devotion to 


they are serving 4 minister who conunu- 
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a lonk. And just like Biegman, De Bruijn is inclined to 
tell the minister how he should cut through the knot 


sad: “In parlianent 


i 
t 


forum. Apparently he did not want more trouble with the 
VVD. However, tmternationally the Netherlands got into 
a difficult position, hecause the large European countries 
had already spoken in favor of Croauan membership 


i 


The passage through parliament of his first budget in 
December 1994 degenerated into a meas. Van Mierio 


spent hours recitung official texts Even poliucal frends 
Geacribed his first half year as “far from brillant 
Among civil servants the image bas rema.ced of a 
cpicurean in pow-7. “M” is the subject of strange gossp, 
which upon inquiry turns oul to have a core of truth 
This spring 


during the wip. a ministry spokesman says 
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the cost of the car ride has been deducted from his 
salary. 

However, the “Blue Book” — the official instructions 
for ministers — does not allow the private use of cars 
in this way. “The use of official cars for holiday tips 
abroad is not in accord with the intention of the regula- 
tion, as it results from the fulfillment of the function of 
minister, or member of cabinet, respectively.” At the In- 
terior Ministry, which is responsible for this field, noth- 
ing is known about a possible additional payment or tax 
recalculation. 

The tax rules do not allow ministers to take one, let 
alone two official cars to go on holiday abroad. In a 
letier to parliament on 20 December 1996 the secretary 
of state for finances revealed precisely what was in the 
car regulation for ministers. Due to security reasons 
and for reasons of (telephonic) availability, they may 
travel in official cars in the Netherlands for private tnps 


The disturbing thing for Van Mierlo is that the civil 
service sees him as a Bohemian. It sees him as a minister 
who quenches his thirst with the paraphernalia of the 
service and for the rest is not that othered, as long as 
he remains in favor with parliament. 

the 
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talent disappeared. Over three decades he had built up 
a formidable status, but now he appeared also able to 
fail. 


How could such an experienced politician lose authority 
$0 quickly? The comparison with the 1981-1982 period 
imposed itself. The same Van Mierio was then defense 
minister in the Van AgU/Den Uyl cabinet. He had a 
difficult portfolio, because the intended placing of cruise 
missiles left deep marks across politics and society. Van 
Micrio’s star rose high becatse the man was superbly 
able to aruculate the dilemma. 

Together with Van der Stoel — the then PvdA [Labor 
Party) foreign minister — he made an agreement with 
the Americans at a NATO mecting in Gleneagles in 
Scodand: The Netherlands was prepared to station 
48 cruise missiles and would have a location built 
in Woensdrecht for that purpose, but if the Soviet 
Union reduced the number of SS-20 missiles, then the 
Netherlands would refrain from placement. 


It was a piece of clever negotiating with the Americans, 
who had put the Netherlands under heavy pressure. It 
was Van Mierlo, not Van der Stoel, who got the credit. 
In The Hague he simply had a better gift of the gab 
than the secret code reader Van der Stoel. Breathiessly 
parliament listened to Van Mierlo's presentations about 
Gleneagles. lt had been incredibly exciting there, and 
after the compromise was also accepted in The Hague 
everyone was relieved. Once again deputies could joke 
in the corridors and say that from now on Giencagies 
was Van Mierlo’s favorite brand of whisky. 


Thirteen years later how poor Van Mierlo’s stature as 
new foreign minister seemed! Had this grand old man 
suddenly become too old? Had he bitten off more than 
he could chew in his threefold function of party leader, 
deputy prime minister, and foreign minister? Had the 
world after the fall of the Berlin Wall become too 
complicated and diffuse for him” 


Perhaps. But the big difference between the defense 
minister of 1982 and foreign minister of 1994 was this: 
The cruise missiles which Van Mierlo dealt with at that 
time were mainly a domestic problem according to his 
working method. As foreign minister on the other hand, 
he appeared at first to have disappeared from The Hague 
stage. There he gave the impression that now he had so 
much foreign business tc do that any litle parliamentary 
question session was a damncd irntaing interrupuon of 
his activities. 


Towch inesa 


With his touchiness he damaged the foundatbons of his 
success formula. Van Mierio is 4 great politician, a 
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long as he remains rooted in Netherlands politics. He 
debates brilliantly and presents a fine paradox in every 
discussion, but in Dutch please. Of course he speaks his 
foreign languages, but the secret weapon of his charisma 
works caly in his own country and — according tc some 
top civil servants — in Suriname. 

In a debate in parliament on the liberal economy some- 
one recently quoted former European Commissioner 
Jacques Delors, who had said. “You cannot fall in love 
with the market.” Van Mierlo said: “Personally | fell in 


it is as if Van Mierlo loses his political halo as soon 


as his plane takes off from Schiphol airport. He is 
someone who can reason abstracily. He deals with moral 


is operational performance. Getting things done. 
Van Mierlo has realized that he must stay in continual 


activities as party leader, Van Mierlo now wants to be 
supported by a political-tactical crow’s nest from which 
The Hague labyrinth is to be observed and influenced. 


to know what these letters stand for. It is to be a sort of 
think tank which will be ied by Marnix Krop, an ideol- 
ogist of PvdA origin who in recent years has always put 
his brain power ai the service of Development Cooper- 
ation Minister Jan Pronk. Krop is good at “concepts.” 
He was one of the main people behind the policy docu- 
ments with which Pronk succeeded — when the worst 
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he knows that the Netherlands cannot conduct any 
meaningful foreign policy without discussing every step 
intensively with the other EU member states. 
Therefore the changes to the policy of his CDA pre- 
decessors Van den Brock and Kooijmans are minimal. 
Van Mierlo can at most lay different emphases, but in 
themselves they are inspired more by changed interna- 
tional conditions rather than the personal political taste 
of the minister. Now there is somewhal more empha- 
sis on Netherlands interests in Europe than the long- 
standing alliance with the Americans. Very cautiously 
the Netherlands is steering a more continental course 
and the Atlantic tack is being trimmed a little. As Van 
Mierlo sees it: “France and Germany are the motor of 
European unity. At best the Netherlands can provide an 
extra cylinder.” 

For that reason the Netherlands is giving extra weight 
to relations with Germany and France and the consul- 
tations with the Benelux partners. The ar! is to not let 
that happen place openly to the detriment of relations 
with the United States and United Kingdom. Van Mierlo 
started his term of office with the promise that he would 
improve relations with France. That has not been a suc- 
cess. As a result of the French nuclear tests on Mururoa 
and the trouble over Netherlands drug policy, relations 
between Paris and The Hague are at a low point. 


Zero Hour 


For Van Mierlo “zero hour” is approaching: the Nether- 
lands presidency of the EU, during the first six months 
of next year. He is proud that during a European Council 


tion because of the dispute over mad cow disease. Van 
Mierlo's intervention is said to have brought the British 
to accept a Compromise. However, European Commis- 
sion sources say that the British had already accepted 
the proposal during informal prior consultations and that 
the fragile agreement was in dangr? of breaking due to 
Van Mierlo’s public criticism. [passage omitted) 

An ambassador of a large European country said po- 
litely: “I am not certain that Van Mierio is very patient. 
But at any rate he has experienced staff.” 


Kok Has the Lead 


The prime minister is increasingly taking the icad 
in sketching out foreign policy. It is an irreversible 


tendency, which is linked to Buropean integration. The 
Netherlands wants to work with Germany, Prance, and 


the United Kingdom, where the coordination of foreign 
policy is in the hands of the chancellor, president, 
and prime minister. The Netherlands must have itself 
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in the Netherlands. 
Van den Brock would have exploded in fury about 
it. That minister would also have fought against an 
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Bolkestein during the formation of the government. He 
had to monitor whether the very pro-European minister 
was going too fast in Brussels. The role of the VVD 
secretary of state was that of “political watchdog:” also 
the minister's political mother-in-law. 


Van Mierlo wied to sidetrack Patijn. It was not to 
be Patijn, but the permanent representative of the 
Netherlands in Brussels, Ben Bot, who would negotiate 
on behalf of the Netherlands on the modification of the 
Van Mierlo eventually agreed that Patijn would head 
the Netherlands delegation. 

It is mo wonder that the mood is not so good between 
Van Mierlo, Patijn, and Bot. In any event civil servants 
are noticing that Patijn is acting less and less as a “po- 
litical mother-in-law.” He is working so enthusiastically 
on the European job that he is slowly drifting away from 
the Euro-critical line of his party leader and protector, 
Bolkestein. 
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UK: Protesters, Churchmen Fail To Break March 
Deadlock 


L.D0708135496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1307 GMT 7 Jul 96 


{By Deric Henderson) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) New talks between churchmen 
and nationalist protesters over the route for Saturday's 
big Protestant Apprentice Boys parade in Londonderry 
broke up withoul agreement today. 

The sides met for more than an hour in a bid to find 
some sort of solution amid heightening tensions and 
growing fears there could be trouble if part of the parade 
is allowed on to the city's ancient walls overlooking the 
Catholic Bogside. 

The Church of Ireland Bishop, Dr James Mechaffey, the 
Catholic Bishop, Dr Seamus Hegarty, and two senior 
Presbyterian ministers, the Rev Robert Davey and the 
Rev David Latimer met represeniatives of the Bogside 
Residents’ Association. 

Earlier the churchmen met Apprentice Boys leaders. 


Talks involving Royal Ulster Constabulary chiefs were 
also held in the city today but there was still no sign of 
a breakthrough. 

The Bogside chief negotiator Donnacha MacNiallais 
confirmed no progress but denied he was preventing a 
resolution over demands that the Apprentice Boys must 
accept the principal of consent before parading through 
Catholic areas across Northern Ireland. 

He said: “We have entered discussions in a positive 
attitude. The Apprentice Boys insisted in talking about 
details of the march rather than address the core issue, 
which is consent of the local communities.” 


UK: Scots Spit oa Devolution lesue 

LD0608183296 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1813 GMT 6 Aug 96 

[By Joe Quinn) 

{[PBIS Transcribed Tex:} Most Scots favour a devolved 
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But on the tax question, just 51% were in favour while 


Another Tory line of attack is that a devolved parliament 
would lead to pressure for a reduction in the number of 
Scottish MPs elected to the Westminster parliament. 


And some Scots would view this as too high a price to 
pay for devolution, according to the poll findings today. 


Asked if they would support the creation of a Scottish 
parliament if this meant reducing Scotland's 72 existing 
Westminster seats to 59, 46% per cent said they would 
support it while 34% would oppose it, and 20% were 
don’t knows. 


UK: Poll Shows Labour Losing Out to 
Conservatives 


MS0708140196 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
7 Aug % pl 


[Report by Martin Kettle on poll conducted by 
Guardian-ICM: “Poll Piles Pressure on Labour”) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] The Labour high command's 
nightmare scenario, a repetition of the 1992 election 
defeat, began to take shape yesterday as the latest 
Guardian-ICM opinion poll confirmed a sustained Con- 
servative comeback. 


Labour's long standing opinion poll lead over the 
Conservatives has been cul by three points in the last 


month, leaving the gap between the parties at its closest 
in almost (wo years, according to the August Quardian- 
ICM poll survey. 























Labour retains a enough lead for an clection 
victory, but the narrowing will shape the fierce pre- 
election contest. It will electrify the Conservatives by 


taste of battle with a confident enemy when the political 
season resumes nex! month. 


The state of the parties in the adjusted August survey 
shows Labour at 45 per cent (no change on July), 
Conservatives 33 (up 3), Liberal Democrats 19 (down 
2), and others 3 (down 1). 


The results in ICM’s unadjusted poll underline the 
Conservative recovery. The unadjusted August figures 
show Labour at 50 per cent (no change on July), 
Conservatives at 30 (up 5), Liberal Democrats at 18 
(down 2), others at 3 (down 2). The unadjusted Labour 
lead in August is 20 points (down 5). 


With nine months to go before the expected polling 
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street and the housing market to bring them electoral 
relief. Mr Blair, on the other hand will be strengthened 
in his view thal party divisions — such as the rows 
about the shadow cabinet elections and the treatment of 
Clare Short — help the Tories. 


Labour will be able to draw genuine comfon from the 
fact that the narrowing lead has not been caused by any 
fall in overall Labour support. Labour's rating of 45 
per cent remains unchanged since July and has scarcely 
altered since May. 


The ICM finding follows polls by Mori last week and by 
System Three in Scotland yesterday which also showed 
no change in the Labour rating. The reduced lead has 
80 far been caused by Conservative gains at ihe expense 
of the Liberal Democrats and the minor parties. Labour 
voters are also fas more solid in their voting intention 
than their Tory counterparts. 

But a five-point swing to the Conservatives since July 
among C1 white-collar voters — traditionally the most 
volatile section of the electorate — will cause alarm 
among Mr Blair and his advisers, who have invested 
immense effort in trying to reassure this group that 
Findings from other questions asked by ICM this month 
will also alarm Labour. These show that voters as a 
whole expect taxes will increase, inflation will rise and 
interest rates will go up under Labour. But by a narrow 
majority they believe the economy is more likely to 
deteriorate under the Conservatives. 
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Germany: Bavarian Mimister ‘Mixed’ on Austrian 
Border Security 

AU0708135096 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 7 Aug % pi 


[Report by Peter Fahrenholz: “Bavaria Does Not Have 
Excessive Trust In Austria In Protecting The EU Bor- 
der”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] Munich — Bavaria has major 
doubts whether Austria will be capable of protecting 
its external EU borders next year in accordance with 
the terms of the Schengen agreement. Bavarian Interior 
aes Gunter Samtns Cates Seeus Unters 


ual wary ugh wat Ges costes, buh ho guesoues 


circles, Austrian border inspectors, having received their 
training in crash courses, are ridiculed as “cheats.” 


To avoid offending the sensitive neighbors too much, 
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there is no more border, we do not need a border police 
any more,” said Beckstein. 


But on the border with the Czech Republic, Bavarian 
police officers will continue to serve alongside the 
Federal Border Troops. 

However, “out of consideration for people's tolerance,” 
not even Beckstein is willing to have more investigators 
than the number already planned, because apart from 
Catching organized criminals, the control network will 
also catch a well-behaved family man who has drunk a 
little too murh liquor. 


Becksicin quoted another figure to illustrate the fact 
that he considers border controls an “important filter” in 
combating crime. Over SO percent of the drugs that turn 
up in Munich come from Holland, said Beckstein. He 
claims this is mainly because of the abolition of border 
controls between the Netherlands and North Rhine- 
Westphalia in pursuance of the Schengen accord. 


Germany: FDP’s Lambsdorff on Response to U.S. 
Sanctions Laws 


AU0808105396 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 8 Aug 9 p 1 


[Report by “Stue": “Lambsdorff Calls For Tough Mea- 
sures Against Washington” ] 
(FBIS Translated Text) Otto Graf Lambsdorff, the FDP 
[Pree Democratic Party] Bundestag Group's economic 
has accused European governments and the 
EU Commission of failing to oppose in good time and 
with sufficient determination the U.S. sancuons against 
foreign firms that invest in Iran and Libya. “Now that 
the goose is cooked there are loud cries of pain,” he told 
this newspaper. The Europeans, he said, cannot claim 
to have tried everything to stop the law. The former 
FDP chairman also accuses the government of neglect. 
The government reacted to the draft legislation too late, 
he says. The chancellor must allow people to ask him 
what he said to President Clinton on this subject in 
Milwaukee, during his latest U.S. visit. In Washington 
in the spring, Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel was one of 
the first people to adopt, in a declaration, a harsh stance 
against the planned trade legislation. Public pressure 
from America’s allies on Congress has been absent, says 
Lambsdorff. He ciaims that American critics of the trade 
sanctions told him they were surprised by them. 


Just like Economics Minister Rexrodi, the EU Com- 
mission, and leading industrial associations before him. 
Kinkel has sharply condemned the Iran-Libya law. But 
with reference to the presidential election campaign in 
the United States, “inkel also said that one should not 
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[Ardisson| The same thing recenly happened in Cuba. 


[Barnier) Yes, there was a simular law concerning trade 
with Cuba. Once again the Europeans protested together 


under control by setting rules and a schedule and if 


they accept to respect all the existing EU rules, then 
the enlargement will be a chance and not a risk. Some 


ill buy our products as much as they wil! sell theirs. 
[passage omitted]. So they will increase their output... 


[Ardisson, interrupting) Yes, but what will be the price” 
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charges. Ai lcast it failed to sapply its European allies 
with solid evidence of the involvement of Tehran and 


sons to do with their Middle East policy the Amencans 
are taking it upon themscives to maintain a close dia- 


While the Americans tend to have changeable standards. 


the Buropeans do not shy away from a measure of 
cynicism in the name of trade competitiveness and the 


FRANCE 17 


protecuon of thew satonals. Ofies, invoking reason of 
State, they looked the other way, of even negotuated with 
regimes or groups thal threatened to hit thew respecuve 
Capital cities. And without bringing any sort of evidence 
thal they were thus actually “purchasing” an effective 


France: Chirac, Qatar's Abdalish Meet, [iscuss 
Relations, Contracts 

BRO708133996 Paris AFP in French 
1249 GMT 7 Aug % 


([FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 7 Aug (AFP) — The 
Middle East peace process, the situation in the Gulf, 
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us. ht is a factor for stability on both the European __sBill pays particula aticntion to maketing aspecu — 
and Asian fronts. Italy's interest is to work for that indeed it includes a program for compensation in case 
country’s stability, the Federation's unity, a return to 8=—._ off boycotts or embargoes — and to export crodit and 
law and order, and the re-establishment of strict control §=—s service programs. 

over the military apparatus, patticulaly the strategic eae a 

‘ c-ladustrial) AR oi 4 by the en aan coe WOCEES ODS Oey 
moderate nabvonalism personified by General Lebed is eee em tek ane 
So Gren to Bucps; indesd, & canact be anything which are provided with a weslth of detail 
but a factor for stability in the sew asd problemauc ee See oe SS ie Gale 
sais Giiteee Rais tenant Ges iene defined, and linked to the effect the bill will have on 
equilitum between Russia's 

, for ies i sie is} ie Déeorew as the rest of the world’s agriculture. 

the “ncighboring periphery” — in essence, the territories = Ail this could be seen as a warning for the Buropean 
of the former USSR — in which some SO million Union: Make haste to reorganize your policies before 
Russians live and work, and the need to expand and to =—_ the next reappraisal of the GATT agreements, and 
guarantee security in Europe via the gradual integrauon = make particularly sure you come up with an onginal 
of the countries which formerly belonged to the Warsaw —s solution to the fundamental problem of the existence 
Pact. in Europe, unlike in the United States, of a widespread 


quality leap which farm businesses wil! have to put in 
place in order to be able to work, the aim is to develop 
a supply which will increase in proportion to demand 
— a demand which has shot up in recent years — and 
to halt the dizzying rise in “farm-gate” prices. A drop in 
these prices may be forecast in the short term, barring 
any special climatic or social occurrences. 


, a bulwark in the defense of the conditions 
and the quality of the life we lead. 


Italy: Terrorism Called ‘Feeble Excuse’ for US. 
Trade Laws 


i 
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moreover, they no longer the projection 
specific interests of any given national or regional 
Capitalisuc bloc, they 





entrepreneurial capability, with the support of asenes of — the age of the global economy The more countrnes lose 
services to buseness which will enhance the of = real power, the more they resort to force and the use of 
facilities available to the agricultural inde ctry. the force, and any resulung measures cannot help bul take 
report coma leet 
“ 4 when of the owner. 
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counties have shared interests and shared straiegx 
needs which are fa stronger than ec differences caused 
by amy competition within thew own camp That is why 
Clinton says: “Our allies will understand.” Burope today 
is responding with whal we might en call violence on 
a trade level, but it does not even dream of questioning 
the function NATO is taking on; it makes no attempt to 
revitalize the United Natons. and above all. it fis to set 
up relaiions with Third-World countries that go against 


the spontancous wend of the global marketplace. it is 
aot sufficient to criticize the effects of the Helms-Burton 
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Italy: Commentary Calls For ‘Honorable 
Compromize’ on US. Sanctions 


BRO7081 20296 Milan IL GIORNALE im halhan 
7 Aug % p3 


([Commestary by Livio Caputo) 


(PBIS Translated Text) ht is very difficult to disungush 
the mghts and wrongs in 5 Gispule sch as Gee one 
between the United States and Europe over sanctom 
agamnst counties thal promote terrorism. Indeed, both 
sides have a very sttong Comscoences. and Uus profahly 
means the conflict will not he pursued to an endgame. 
Gespute recent warlike declarations. 


Europe's weakness 1s its total dependence on W ashing- 
ton in the areca of security. The advocates of a hard line 
may even deplore the fact that the Europeans sull have 
“a sense of subordination to the Americans,” bul cxpe- 
nence shows us that, without the U.S. contribution, the 
EU is not in a posivon to orgamize any military operation 
extending beyond routine admumstravon Having |i ved 
for almost half a century under the NATO umbrella, in 
which the United States has always been, and still re- 
mains, the undisputed star. the Furopean counties now 
have neither the at support, nor the intelligence sys- 
tems, nor the means of transportation to he adic to take 
autonomous initiatives 


Ai the NATO summit in Berlin a month ago an agree- 
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[Vitorino) It does not seem to me that it is a crucial 
wacertainty. What is important is the government's co- 


I believe that the ministers have lived up to their re- 


| 


{EXPRESSO] On the contrary. There is a very wide- 
spread view that this government has not yet begun to 
govern and has confined itself tc administering day-to- 
day affairs... 


[Vitorino} That criticism stems partly from the frivolity 
of those who make it and are now learning to position 


themselves as an opposition party. A new political 


: 
f 


[Vitorino) I will give two: the plan for preschool 
education, which was one of the major pledges we made 
in the election (and which is not electioncering because 

not bear immediate fruit), and the launching 

















u PORTUGAL 


extremely delicate situation, and it was this government 
(the one which they say is not governing) which put 
forward a proposal. 

[EXPRESSO] It remnains to be seen what the outcome 
will be. If the army of bankrupt companies increases 
substantially, the assessment will perhaps be less enthu- 
siastic. 


| 
: 
: 


competitiveness on the old model of cheap manpower. 
They must show economic performances capable of as- 
piring to compete on an open market. The government 
has a pian to support them but not to stand in for them. 
Without the businessmen's invc!vement there will be no 


{EXPRESSO} But that rests with the government. Do 
you wish to turn the opposition into the government” 


[Vitorino) That is a very interesting question... 
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{EXPRESSO] What is interesting is to find that the gov- 
ernment constantly invokes the “onerous legacy,” and 
regrets that the opposition does not pul forward alter- 
natives, when whal is expected is thai the government 
should govern. 


[Vitorino] But we always said thai there were battles 
which had to be fought with everybody's participation. 
Consultation plans. Without the employers’ and work- 
ers’ participation there can be no effective fight against 
unemployment. It is important for democracy that there 
be alternative plans and thai the opposition put them 
forward. Thai was what the PSP did in opposition. Be- 
ing in Opposition is not just plowing and pracucing petty 


{[EXPRESSO] The PSD leader says that the government 
announced the “Mateus Plan” too carly. Is it or is it 
not true that the debtor companies ceased to pay to 
the treasury and Social Security from the time of that 
announcement”? 

[Vitorino} I find it curious that that criticism should 
be made because the government has opted for public 
debate, but I have no information to suppor that 


criticism. It is those who make the accusation who 
should prove it. 


{[EXPRESSO] Do you accept that the “soccer clubs deal” 
was the Socialist government's biggest mistake so far’ 


{[EXPRESSO] But was it a correct measure from your 
viewpoint? 


[Vitorino) The problem of the clubs’ debts must and will 
be resolved. If it has not been resolved by thai means, 
it will be by another, as is obvious. Bul | believe that 
we can be proud, at the end of these cight months, of 
two important points: making it clear that Portugal is a 
predictable country and a credibie partner on the inter- 
national scence, and that the way in which we are exer- 
cising power is bringing a new democratic ethos. It is 
a milestone in the development of the political system. 
The Portuguese people must be assured an active say in 
the community of Buropean nations. Hitherto, European 
has been excessively economy-orented. The 
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it is best not to join in? (EXPRESSO) What kind of sinution could lad 


[Vitorino} Right now, I neither strictly rule in nor rule is t00 grave for us to carry on?” 
out anything. The decisions will have to be made when 





suspicious about whether or not we are preparing to 
submit a confidence motion. It judges us by its own 
standards, and that is what we do not accept. We are not 
a “remake” of the strategy of Cavaco Silva's minority 
government of 1985-1987, which governed in conflict 
with parliament, trying to cause friction (to secure an 
carly election and win an absolute majority. We will 
not do so. We will govern in dialogue and will seck to 


















[Vitorino] Portugal must accustom itself to having a 
government in which the ministers talk, have different 


[Vitorino} To regard debate between the members of the 


government as a factor detrimental to the functioning of 
political life is a monolithic idea which | neither espouse 


nor share. 


[EXPRESSO] Do you accept the possibility of the prime 
minister's coming to deem a cabinet reshuffle to be 


necessary” 
[Vitorino) That is not for me to answer. 


[EXPRESSO) Are you not concerned about the govern- 
ment's image? 


FBIS-WEU-96-154 
8 August 1996 


[Vitorino] The government's image is an overall result. 
It is natural that some members of the government, when 
they are subjected to more intense public scrutiny at 
certain times, should be criticized more. That is natural, 
and means exactly the opposite of what our critics say: 
It means that we are governing. If you are criticized for 


[EXPRESSO]} How do you assess the independents’ 
performance? 

[Vitorino}] The assessment which I make is of the per- 
formance of the government as a whole. Sometimes, 
when I see certain speculation about the “insurmount- 
able ” between PSP ministers and indepen- 
dent ministers, | feel sorry that we have not yet man- 
aged to broadcast cabinet meetings live on television. It 
would be seen that that rift is unfounded. This govern- 
ment has an innovalory experience from thai viewpoint. 
No government in Portugal has ever had half its minis- 
ters from a party and half of them independent. 


{[EXPRESSO] All of them in perfect harmony? 
[Vitorino}] Well, there are differences of opinion within 
the government, as in any human group... 
[EXPRESSO}] Does it still make sense to have Armed 
Forces in Portugal? 

[Vitorino} Complete sense. And it will do so increas- 
ingly, mot just because they are one of the institutions 


jection of the state's image abroad. 
[EXPRESSO} So why do you not give them the finan- 
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will have to discuss in the meantime is what to do after 
20 December 1996. 


[EXPRESSO] Aad what will be Portugal's stance? Does 
it follow the allies or does it have its own decision? 


[Vitorino) We are partners in this process, and believe 
that we will have to conduct an analysis of the political 





PORTUGAL 


[Vitorino) No, we are going to be very close to the 
first figure which we gave, which was between 2.7 


{[EXPRESSO} That means that the salaries of the 
Consultation Agreement for the year, if it exists, will 
include “substantial increases” for the civil service, 
without an increase in taxes... 

[Vitorino] The Social Consultation Agreement will 
be negotiated from September onward, based on the 
macroeconomic forecasts for 1997, which the govern- 
ment is drawing up at the technical level right now. | 
do not as yet have the information to be able to give 
figures, but the government's pledge is that which it al- 
ready made for 1996: A budget which meets the criteria, 
makes it possible to reduce the deficit, has not increased 
taxes, and has made possible a slight improvement in 
the purchasing power of the population in general. 


{EXPRESSO] Have you performed military service? 
[Vitorino] No. 
[EXPRESSO)} Why? 


[Vitorino] | was deemed unfit because of my cyesight 


problem. I always have to wear spectacles, which does 
not mean that | have political myopia. 


[EXPRESSO) Did holding this post ever occur to you? 
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[Vitorino}] The only thing that | can say is that | am 
defense minister of my own free will. 


minister of police. You must have discussed the matier 
with Antonio Guterres even before the election. Did you 
choose this portfolio? 


[Vitorino} That matier was discussed with the prime 
minister only after the election, both in my case and in 
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would lead to something terrible, such as, for instance, 
a handicapped person not being able to be minister of 
sport, and you know thal in France a paraplegic who 
was confined to a wheel chair was the minister of sport 
in the last Rocard government. 


{EXPRESSO] What has changed essentially in your life 
since entering the government? 


[Vitorino] | am afraid that you must interview my wife... 
{EXPRESSO] What things have you ceased to do? 


[Vitorino] I have ceased to read Constitutional Court 
rulings. 


[EXPRESSO] That must have been a relief... 


[Vitorino} No, | was very attached to the Constitutional 
Court's jurisprudence, and now, unfortunately, | have 
neither the circumstances or time to follow it in detail. 
And I have stopped teaching, which is what I miss most. 
[EXPRESSO] How many hours do you work on aver- 
age’ 

[Vitorino) It is hard to say... If | include ceremonial 


duties and not just being at my desk. | begin at 0900 and 
never finish dealing with documents before midnight. 


[EXPRESSO} Do you leave here at that time every day? 


[Vitorino] | deal with all the documents at home in the 
evening. 


[EXPRESSO] Are you going to hide away during this 
vacation or can it be known where you are going? 


[Vitorino) Since | am very short, hiding myself is almost 
unnecessary... It is by natural methods. 
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also likely to decide to maintain a low profile. 
The reason is the same as in stage |. What we can 
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and security policy objectives. Top of this list is security 
for Sweden, support for the Balts, and a Burope without 


antagonistic blocs. 
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the potion 4 joipl security wrangement in the Nordic 


it might be possible to fied some suppor in Sweden for 
area and the Baluc regior. 


ti 


searched to sec whether Sten Andersson's old disclaimer 


machine happened to be stl! lying around somewhere. 


For such an atrangement would be capable of untying 
the knot in the current negotiations on NATO's castward 
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M CYPRUS 


Greek Cyprnot motorcyclists attempung to penctraic ou" 


Military sources indicated that there is firm determ- 
aation as regards the violation of the TRNC [Turkish 
Republic of Northers Cyprus) border and that the “or- 
Ger to five” is Gaal. The same sources also indicated that 
the TRNC border is “impassable” and that all necessary 
measures have been taken (0 ensure this 


These sources indicated that the Turkish Peace Forces 
ia Cyprus, the Security Forces, and the Police units are 
ready to confromi the Greek Cyprict activists and that 


the Greek Cypricts from such provocations. If despite 
this, the Greek Cypnow insist on coptusuing with ther 
actions than we will teach Gem a invoe thet will 
dissuade them from resorung to such an acvon again” 


border and rermaded that it 1s responsible for the buffer 
zone. The Turkish side's determined stance forced 
the Greek Cyprict Administration to warn the Crock 
Cyprict motorcyclist Gemonstraiors sot to atlack the 














ant 
Ul in i F i ; tH at 
ia il Ht li Hee al | HH 
iit ipl iy He ie i Ht tall 
rT cnt HE] due oy ij Hil 
wig i Hut Hall (ill 
ia Hh Hal et va ii HEH 
il i Hi I i fe i il f 
Hil Hit i] fit, if tat 

HE LEE le i 





of the 


repo 








.) TURKEY 


Turkey: Ecevit Opposed to U.S. Intervention on 
Regional Ties 

TAO808094 196 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Aug 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omitted) Replying 
to questions today, Democratic Left Party [DSP] leader 
Bulent Ecevit said that he could not have swallowed the 
cancellation of Prime Minister Erbakan's planned visit 
to Iran if the cancellation was done because the United 
States did not want the visit to take place. He stated that 
the DSP is in favor of a regionally based foreign policy, 
and that it does not want countries outside the region to 
intervene in the relations among the regional countries. 
Ecevit said: This visit may be considered to be right 
or wrong for Turkey; however, it is wrong to seek the 
approval of countries outside the region for this visit. 


Turkey: Ankara Said Unperturbed by U.S. Move 
Against iraa 

NC0808072596 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 7 Aug 96 


[Unattributed article: “Business as Usual for Turkey De- 
spite US Move Against Iran" —TDN headline; received 
via Internet} 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] ANKARA — Turkey is choos- 


More than one official and analyst in Ankara also points 
to the fact that the bill signed by President Clinton on 


Monday, and which by no means has European backing, 


They say the United States is smarting from a spate 
of terrorist attacks at the present time and is therefore 
naturally pointing ai Iran and Libya — which 














issuc. It has been indicated thai in turn, Prime Minister 
Erbakan importance 10 the mediation between the 
East and the West and thai every initiative will be made 


expectation that the United States might launch a retal- 
iatory military strike against Iran. 

While during the meeting with his Iranian counterparts 
Erbakan is expected to launch an effective shuttle 
diplomacy to secure a dialogue with the West, it is also 
expected that Turkey's view that the problem should 
be solved through a dialogue and not force wiil be 
conveyed to both sides. 


CHP Is Not Taking Part in Erbakan’s Visk 


Adnan Keskin called on Erbakan to cancel his 10-day 


biti 
aH 
Fe 
4 
f 


t 


i 
if: 
fla 
HH 
Ht 


Ht 
7 
of 
es 
|} 
B 3 


Demirel also visited Iran some time ago, Nurkan re 
called. 
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Erbakan by military and security officials prior to his 
official visit to Tehran due to start on Saturday [10 
August). 

The file highlights Turkey's security problems with 

Iran, as well as what it maintains is an effort by 

Tehran to circumvent Turkey as a major transit route 
for Caucasian and Central Asian oil and natural gas. 

ht also maintains that Iran is trying to secure a nucicar 

arms capability, and says secure chemical 

and to produce short 

weapons from Russia, 

and North Korea, the 

to upgrade the Scud- 

already has to cover a range of 1,000 

targets in Israel. 
NEWS) has learned that 
file, which covers economic, political, and military 
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represented by the current 
Parliament. 

The file says that although the progressives lost ground 
to the traditionalists in this year's parliamentary clec 
tions, this did not alter the basic policies of Iran 
kh goes on to explain that Tehran is trying to arrive a 
agreements with Azerbaijan. Turkmenistan, and Kaza- 
khetan, in order to market the ofl and natural gas of 
these countries over Iranian territory 

signed bilateral agreements 
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countries to act as bridges in the marketing of Caucasian 
aad Central Asian oil and natural gas. 


“Iran is trying to make itself indispensable as a transit 
route and to thus ensure that Turkey is overridden in 
this regard,” the file says. 


Indicating thai as far as the dispute over Nagorno- 
Karabakh between Armenia and Azerbaijan is con- 
cerned Tehran officially supports the view that the prob- 
lem should be solved by dialogue and that there should 
be no tampering with official borders. 

But it adds that Iran has in fact been providing Armenia 
with economic aid, and is maintaining a distance from 
Azerbaijan due to its own large Azeri population. 
This, the file says, means in effect that Iran is close io 
Armenia. 


The file goes on to touch on the security issue between 
Turkey and Iran and says that there is a political 
consultation mechanism beiween the two countries for 
settling problems in this area. 


It adds, however, that important problems have surfaced 
with this country in recent time in this regard. 

The long list of problems that is given ranges from 
political murders in Turkey and anti-lranian coverage in 
the Turkish media to the raid on the Turkish consulate 
in Orumiyeh. 


The file says that Iran denies it is supporting terrorist 
activities in Turkey but concedes that there could be 
“porder incursions from time to time” by militants of the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), “given the difficulues 
involved in monitoring this border.” 


It also adds that Iran accuses Turkey of harboring and 
supporting elements opposed to the Iranian regime. 

it concludes that the point arrived at in the relations of 
the two countries is “nevertheless positive’ and indicates 


that “both countries are interested to sce dialogue 
continuc.” 
Other information included in the file on Iran covers 


trade figures and indicates that Turkey's annual exports 
to Iran stand around $250 million while its imports from 
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It also says that Turkish businessmen have been shying 
away fom trading with this country because Tehran stil! 
has act paid up the $150 million it owes for trade. 
Turkey: Gal Hopes Erbekan Wl Help ‘Elikninate’ 
US.-iran Tension 

TAOGO8080196 Ankara TRT Television Network 

in Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Aug 96 

{FBIS Translated Text) Abdullah Gul, Welfare Party 








HE 
HT 
pill 
FE 
Ht 
cH 


iE 

et 
fut 
il 
cael 


: 


that 
the planned visit by a high-level israeli Defense Min 


postponed 
necessary preparations were not completed. The deputy 


spokesman expressed the hope that the talks with Israe! 
will come to a positive conclusion in the near future. 
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